Factors influencing physician assistant program choice among pre-physician assistant students.
The purpose of this study was to determine the factors that are most important to the pre-physician assistant (PA) student when choosing among two or more PA programs. Seventy-four pre-PA students completed a survey that assessed the importance of 33 decision factors pertaining to program selection. The five decision factors with the highest importance score were quality of faculty and staff, quality and availability of clinical rotations, tuition, morale of faculty and staff, and a positive interview experience. Additionally, this study showed that specific decision factors are more important to specific groups of pre-PA students, based on gender, marital status, and age. Knowing what decision factors are important to pre-PA students may empower PA programs to modify program characteristics to retain more accepted students.